58 VOTES anxo PROCEEDINGS, FeBruary 1777.

The following anfwer to the meflage of yefterday from the houfe of delegates, was fent by
Samuel Wilfon, Efguire. _ ~ .
- " By the SEN AT E, April 18, 1777.
Gentlemen, _ } '

W E thall not, in anfwer to your meflage -by Meflieurs Hall and Lethrbury, enter into a dif-
uifition of any fubje&, not neceflary to produce a paffage of the bill referred to.  We fhall up-
on all future occafions receive with pleafure information produced by your deliberations ; awd
though the conftitution has given us power over your bills, yet you may be aflured; “this autho-
rity fhall never be exercifed to reject any regulation, which in our judgment confifts with the
true policy of a free and virtuous fociety. We do not agree that the perfons particu'arly enu-
merated in your propofition, be inferted in the bill. . If the enumeration comprehends - perfons
not included by the general words in the form of government,- we conceive it ought-not to be
made 3 if the perfons particularly mentioned in your propofition will be included by the general
words, the énumeration :is- not only unneceflary, ‘but will . have the effe& of creating a doubt,
whether others who appear to fall within the fame ‘reafon, not being particularifed; can be re-
quired to‘take the oath; an inconvenience intended to be'guarded againft by the general com-
prehenfive words adopted by the framers of our government. -We have no doubt but the’ militia
and military officers of this ftate, fubfifting commiffioners of towns, teachers, vifitors dnd- truftées
‘of public-or county fchools, -and members of corporations, rhay be required to takeé the éith un-
der the general terms of the bill. A claufe for di‘qualifying ipfo faéto all officers of profit or truft
who negle&.to take the oath within three months, and for fupp!ying the places thus yacated a-
greeable to their refpetive inftitutions, we think right, and therefore we agree that; fuch-a claufe,
purfuing the general terms of the bill, be inferted. We are forry that there fhould ftill continue
a diverfity of opinion refpeting abfentees ; we meant to deprive them-of office only, ‘fhould they
not comply with the conditions of our amendments, not to {ubje& them to imprifonment for life,
if they returned after that time ; and when you propofed to limit the time for their return to nine
montbs, inftead of during the war, as was by us propofed, we apprehended there was no other
difagreement betwéen us. You have now explained your intention to be different from what we
underftood it to be ; and we, upon re-confideration of this {ubje&, do not agree to ‘that part of
the claufe infli@ing the penalty of imprifonment for life upon return after twelve months, becaufe
we cannot fee the policy of the exclufion which will thereby be produced, and we are unwilling
to tarnifh the luftre of our glorious caufe by any meafures which may have the appearance of un-

neceffary and vindi&ive feverity, and therefore we adhere to our laft amendment. )

As yoi tHink littlé advantage will be derived to the ftate by lodging.a power with the juftices
of the peace, to arreft the_difaffected and compel them to give bond with fecurity for their good
behaviour, we fhall not particularly adhere to that amendment ; but we ftill retain our opinion,
that a claufe to that effe might be ufeful ; for though in a few. inftances the experiment has not
been followed with the defired confequences, yet fhould men of confiderable influence and for-
tune,- from' 4 well grounded apprehenfion of their'dangerous ‘praQices, be obliged to give bond
with fecurity for their peaceable conduct, we conceive they would demean themfclves for the fu-
ture in fuch manner as not to give juft caufe of fulpicion or offence.

By order, R. POTTS, cl. fen.

Mr Magruder and Mr. Maxwell from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident a bill,
entitled, A fupplementary a& to the ad&, entitled, an a& to promote the recruiting fervice,
which was read a firft time and ordered to lie on the table o o

Mr; Archer and Mr. Bond from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the following

refolve, which was read and affented to.

" In the HOUSE of DELEGATES, April 18, 1777

ResoLvEDp, That the marines in the fervice of this ftate fhall have the fame pay and cloath-
ing as the artillery men in the fervice of this ftate. .
: | By order, - G. DUVALL, cl. ho. del.

Sent to the houfe of délegates by Thomas Contee, Efquire. -

The bill, entitled, An a& relating to the bills of "credit emitted by an act of affembly paffed
at November feflion 1766, was read a fecond time and will pafs, with the following amendments

. and meflage therewith fent by Charles Grahame, Efquire, to the houfe of delegates.

Amendments. Strike out from the word  and” in the 11th line of the 2d page to the word
«¢ quthorifed” in'the 14th line of the fame page, inclufive, and infert the following : ¢ And where-
as by another at; entitled, An a& for emitting bills of credit, and other purpofes therein men-
tioned, paffed at a feflion of affembly begun and held at the city of Annapolis, on Friday the 17th
day of November, and ended the 20th day of December, anno domini 1769, among other things
it was enaded, That an office thould be kept at Annapolis, under the management of two fuch
perfons, commiffioners, who fhould refide in the city of Annapolis, to be nominated and ap-
pointed by the governor, or commander in chief for the time being, to carry the faid act in ex-

ccution : And alfo it was enaced, that the faid commiffioners, within the time appointed by {thz
“ . ’ al




